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AUDIOVECTOR R1 SIGNATURE ACOUSTIC SPEAKERS

THE NEW ASPIRANT
T0 THE DANISH THRONE

By Guillaume Brunet

Recently distributed in Canada, Audiovector is a Danish
company with more than forty years of experience in
manufacturing high-end speakers. Founded in 1979,
Ole Klifoth sought nothing less than to create the per-
fect high-end speaker. Since that time, Audiovector
has remained true to its original idea of producing high
quality, natural sounding speakers for music lovers and
audiophiles around the world. Audiovector differs from
its competitors because it offers scalable speakers. On
some models, it is thus possible to move up in range
while keeping the same housing. The model being eval-
uated today is the smallest model in the R Series, the

R1 Signature loudspeakers. On this model, Audiovector
offers the possibility to convert it to an active ver-

sion with analog and digital inputs. Quite unique as a
concept. With the basic passive version, and in this price
range, the choice is great and the competition is fierce
and well established. Let's see if this newcomer will be
able to carve out a place for herself among her rivals.

At Audiovector, innovation and tradition go hand in hand to
deliver exceptional products and unique listening experiences.
According to its founder, who is now in charge of research and
development for the brand, live music is the reference. So by
measuring, listening and comparing, he fine-tunes his speakers
until the sound is exactly what he hears during a live perfor-
mance. All Audiovector products are manufactured and assem-
bled by hand, with great care, using the best materials, from its
factory in Copenhagen, Denmark. The product range obviously
includes speakers, also speaker cables and brackets for shelf
type models.

The R Series is not Audiovector’s entry-level model, but rather
the second in the progression of the brand’s series, which offers
up to very high-end models such as the R8 and R71, which
retail for $75,000 and $285,000. The R Series is for audiophiles
and home theatre enthusiasts alike. It consists of a freestanding
speaker, the R3, a pair of bookshelf or shelf speakers, the R7,

a centre channel speaker, the R C, and a subwoofer, the R Sub
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Arreté. All R Series models are available in three versions: the
entry-level Signature, followed by the Avantgarde and the most
advanced model, the Arreté. Four basic finishes are offered, silky
white, Italian walnut, African rosewood and black ash. It is also
possible, for an extra charge, to choose the color of your choice
with a piano gloss finish.

Technical description

Audiovector speakers are packed with cutting-edge techno-
logy and innovative design. The first thing you notice is the
drop-shaped case, with its rounded sides. This shape is not only
aesthetically pleasing, it prevents the formation of standing
waves and eliminates the distortions associated with them. It
also allows a considerable reduction in internal damping mate-
rials, which results in better dynamics. The cabinet-work of the
cases is very meticulous, carried out with millimetre precision
resulting in an irreproachable device.

The rear panel of the speakers has two tuned vents, one for
each transducer. The dedicated tweeter vent works with the
tweeter which has no rear absorption chamber. The vent delays
the rear wave of the tweeter so that it integrates with the natu-
ral reflections of the room, thus increasing the depth of the
perceived sound scene. A bit like some manufacturers who
place a tweeter at the back or on top of the speaker to increase
the soundstage. This concept called SEC (Sound Enhancement
Concept) has been used since 1996 by Audiovector and is
patent pending. All tweeters, from soft domes to Air Motion
Tweeter (AMT) ribbons, are designed, engineered and produced
in-house to exacting standards.

As for the woofer/ midrange speakers, they are designed and
developed by Audiovector, but their manufacture has been
entrusted to Scan-Speak, another large Danish company. The
165 mm woven carbon fibre woofer/ midrange speaker is the
foundation of the R Series’ dynamic character. At Audiovector,
all transducers are attached to the cabinet with only three
points of contact. This concept, called NES (No Energy Storage),
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isolates the transducers from the weight of
the cabinet, reduces energy transmission
and loss, and increases transparency.

Unpacking and Start-up

The R1 Signature is a shelf speaker with a
narrow, sleek profile and a classic, modern,
pure Scandinavian design. The finish of the
delivered model is Italian walnut and it fits
perfectly with my vintage Scandinavian
decor. | installed the speakers on heavy,
ultra-rigid stands lent by an audiophile
friend. Since they are a little short, 51 cm,

| didn't hesitate to decouple the speakers
with a Primacoustic Recoil 5 isolator/ stabi-
lizer —this allowed me to gain a precious
4.5 cmin height. At this height, the tweeters
are perfectly aligned with my ears when my
chair is in a reclined position.

The Audiovector R1 Signature does not offer
bi-wiring or bi-amplification. The connec-
tion is made through a high quality connec-
tor which, inside the housing, holds the
plate where the filter separator is mounted.
Everything is designed to minimize unnec-
essary welding and wire ends. After various
positioning tests, the speakers landed

183 cm away from each other and 244 cm
from my ear, which gives an angle of 15°

to the horizontal. When | tried to distance
them more, the sound image couldn’t close
in the centre and | would lose in medium-
low frequencies. By bringing them closer
together, | had to reduce the angle and
regain image width, but | was losing depth
and focus. But it’s all about preference and
the room you have to deal with, it’s all about
compromise management...

Listening Impressions

| started my critical listening after about
a week of running-in, which is only about
30 hours —the components set up really
quickly. Amber Rubarth and her album
Session From The 17" Ward seems the
perfect choice for these speakers. Chesky
Records’ Binaural + series albums are live
stereophonic recordings, with no post-
production processing or mixing, so
what you hear really happened. With

the R1 Signature, the stage is really well
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reproduced, the instruments take their place perfectly and
literally overflow from the position of the speakers. On Strive
and Down, the dynamics are incredible and the room where the
recording was made is really well restored. A pure delight.

| continued listening with the bewitching oud of Anwar
Brahim. Her album on the ECM label, The Astounding Eyes of
Rita is a masterpiece of the genre, both in terms of music and
production. | particularly like the title track of the album. The
intensity is constantly rising, and bewitched, | also turned the
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sound up to an indecent volume compared to what is expected
from such a small speaker. At this volume, the bass clarinet’s
low notes combined with the double bass became physical and
with the darbouka playing totally percussive, the music was
never restricted or compressed in any way. Great art. | have also
listened to many other styles such as pop, electro, jazz and clas-
sical, and none of them have been at a disadvantage.

Conclusion

From the very first listen, the R Signature speakers impressed
me with their speed, rhythm and dynamism. The projected
sound image extends far beyond the edges of the speakers in
both width and height. The presentation is usually placed hori-
zontally in front of the speakers rather than behind them.The
bass is fast and hollow, it's surprising to see so much author-

ity emanating from such small cabinets and, above all, how
coherent these speakers remain even in the face of dense ins-
trumentation. The level of detail is as high as the price requires,
but the way the RT Signature presents them really impresses.
The tone is fair, transparent and unrestricted.

The Audiovector R1 Signature has the shortcomings of its qual-
ities. Let me explain, if a recording is, for example, thin, sibilant
or simply of poor quality, the R7 Signature will tell you right
away, without any detour. They have the agility to deconstruct
the less fine, lower quality mixes, delivering the music to us as
an outdoor live presentation, unlike others who will rather let us
hear the tracks individually, unmixed, just juxtaposed. This is the
type of speaker that allows you to analyze the production The
Audiovector R1 Signature has the shortcomings of its qualities.
Let me explain, if a recording is, for example, thin, sibilant or
simply of poor quality, the R1 Signature will tell you right away,
without any detour. They have the agility to deconstruct the
less fine, lower quality mixes, delivering the music to us as an
outdoor live presentation, unlike others who will rather let us
hear the tracks individually, unmixed, just juxtaposed. This is
the type of speaker that allows you to analyze the production
quality of a recording, but prefers you to live in the moment
and enjoy the music rather than analyze it. If you're on a budget
and looking for small speakers with great music quality, they
should definitely be part of your listening experience. A new
one among the great Danes.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Price: $3,960 (available finishes: silk white, black-stained ash,
Italian walnut and African rosewood)

Warranty: 5 years, parts and labour

Distributor: Tri-Cell Enterprises, Tel: 905.265.7870 or in Quebec,
450.415.0730, www.tricellenterprises.com; www.audiovector.com
Mediagraphy

Amber Rubarth, Sessions From The 17% Ward, Chesky Records,
AIFF files 24/ 96

Aouar Brahem, The Astounding Eyes Of Rita,
ECM Records, CD, ECM, 2075
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