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There is something special about speakers hailing from Denmark. I’'ve
always thought it was the quiet that gives Danish engineers the calm to
come up with innovative ideas in speaker design. It goes without saying
that we’ve never seen an unattractive Danish speaker, and the new Au-
diovector SR 1 Avantgard Arrete does not disappoint audibly or visually.
The model we feature here is the top of four variations on the theme,
starting with the $2,295 SR 1 Super. The Super and Signature feature a
soft dome tweeter and have about 5hz less bass extension (going down to
only 45hz, where the Arrete model featured here has a claimed LF limit
of 39hz)

Should you not want any electronics, you can order your Arretes as full
active speakers with built in power amplifiers and streaming DAC. We
definitely need to explore this option in a future review.

The people running Audiovector
certainly get the cool guy award
for building speakers that can
be upgraded all the way from
their base model to full active
should you so desire.

Not only is this a very green solution to manufacturing, but it’s a great
way to build brand loyalty. Start where your budget allows and then
merely upgrade later when you can. This is especially convenient with
speakers, because so often this is the component you build your system
around, perhaps even your whole room. Upgrade costs are very reason-
able, so it makes more sense to “buy in” to Audiovector.
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For a detailed explanation of these speakers
and the tech behind them, please click here to
be taken to the Audiovector website.

These beautiful speakers are available in two
shades of white, gloss black and five differ-
ent wood finishes. Our review pair arrive

in American Cherry Piano (glossy) and are
positively stunning. Stands are available at
an extra charge from Audiovector, but for the
duration of our review are placed on a set of
24” filled Sound Anchors stands. While func-
tional, my trusty Sound Anchors stands are
not attractive enough to do these

speakers justice.

Sailing through the Bee Gees “Jive Talking”

is a convincing first impression, proving that
these small speakers have serious low-fre-
quency output. Talk Talk’s Laughing Stock
shows off the airy nature of the SR 1 Arrete
immediately pulling you into this misty, ethe-
real recording. Placing these tiny monitors
nearly 12 feet apart with moderate toe in
makes for a seamless musical presentation.
Eyes closed, they sound like floorstanders.

Even in a 15 x 25-foot room, on the long

wall, the Arretes fill the room, powered by a
full stack of Nagra Classic electronics. (The
Nagra Classic Preamplifier, Tube DAC and
Classic Amp) If you are looking for a high
performance, yet small footprint system,

we couldn’t suggest a better match than the
Nagra gear. These modestly sized speakers
play deceptively big, exhibiting a tremendous
amount of linearity, producing inviting sonics
at a low listening level. Turning the volume
control down to the point where the Nagra
modulometers barely move from their rest
stops, the Arretes give a luscious rendition
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of Ella Fitzgerald, in a way few speakers can
when playing at conversation level.

Speaking of specs, the Arretes have a pub-
lished sensitivity of 87.5dB/1 watt, yet they
are incredibly easy to drive with a 30 watt
per channel tube amplifier, in this case, my
PrimaLuna ProLogue ONE, with a fresh set of
tubes from Upscale Audio’s Kevin Deal. The
Arretes high resolution and adaptable char-
acter now take on a warmer, more vintage
sound via the EL34 tubes. Switching back to
the 100 watts per channel via the Nagra, they
become more forceful, more dynamic, and dig
deeper in the LF region, yet both renditions
are equally pleasant. The Arretes are indeed
amplifier friendly.

Regardless of musical preference, the Arrete’s
offer up a vast soundstage, incredible dynam-
ic contrast and a very refined top end, along
with a perfect blend of woofer and tweeter.
The level of coherence they offer is the closest
you can get to an ESL or single driver speaker
without choosing that option.

We might say “Not bad for a $15k pair of
speakers,” but the Arretes are only one-third
of that price. Combine the useful form factor,
and these add up to be the best performing
small monitors we’ve heard in a long time.

At first glance, you might think this is another
two-way monitor with a ribbon tweeter, but
this is an air motion transformer up top. The
subtle difference is the AMTs radiation from
the rear of the driver, which in the Arrete, is
channeled out through the back of the speak-
er enclosure. The result is a much larger
spatial presentation than a mere front-firing
ribbon can accomplish.

This rear firing energy makes these speakers
very easy to set up, and whether you have a
large or small room, they are easy to get in

the room and “tuned” in short order. Trying
diffusion behind the speakers Kills the airi-
ness, so I suggest minimal if any room tuning
with the Arretes. A solid hour maximizing
speaker position should be all you need,
which again makes these speakers very envi-
ronment-friendly. Even if you have to throw
them in the room, without regard to precise
placement, they will deliver an excellent per-
formance, though a little bit of ultimate imag-
ing will suffer. You can’t have everything. At
least not yet.

Tasty as these speakers are at low volume,
they can be played very loud without distor-
tion. They generate some pretty dangerous
sound pressure levels, and the limitation will
be the lowest bass notes you are trying to
capture. Even when playing a long list of TO-
SCA tracks, I was amazed by how much bass
these small monitors could produce before
the woofer cones began to hint that they were
at the limit. You’ll bottom the woofers long
before you run the tweeter into clipping.

Audio Vector tells us that their Arrete models
“are to Audiovector what AMG is to Mercedes,
RS is to Audi and M is to BMW.” That had

me hooked, and as I unpacked these tiny yet
potent monitors, the level of care in their con-
struction is easy to see. They are simply beau-"
tiful to behold. A fellow colleague of min
and I were discussing that weren’
speakers at this price that ar
Granted, there eral very nice, musical-

" 1y satisfying speakers for $5k a pair.

But you don’t buy an AMG, M or RS because
they are nice. You buy them because they are
exciting. And the Audio Vector SR 1 Avant-
garde Arretes are exciting.

We would like to give a special thanks to An-
tonio Long of AudioVision San Francisco for
helping to facilitate this review. XII“
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Audio Vector

tells us that their
Arrete models “are
to Audiovector
what AMG is to
Mercedes,

RS is to Audi and
M is to BMW.”

That had me
hooked...






